FOUR 



LBfs Tod 



— en-KH JOHN F. KENNEDY was killed in Dallas. Lyndon Johnson 
lived in fear that he too would be assassinated. I was told 
by his Secret Service guards (many of whom hated John- 
s's impcious attitude toward them) that ^ter LBJ becme presb 
dent he usually rode slumped down in his limousine with his he 
below the window. When he flew anywhere in Air Force One there 
were always two or three fighter planes flying a couple of thousand 
leet alxive the president’s plane, ready to dive down if another plane 

flew too close. „i.„ 

*lf Jack Kennedy’s death shocked and worried Johnson, it also 

made him warier than ever of Bobby and Teddy Kennedy. Johnson 
believed that both surviving Kennedy brothers had presidential am- 
bitions. and a.s president he saw himself as their natur^ enemy and 
acted accordingly. Threatened by Bobby in particular, he wm afraid 
that 11.C.V would be a groundswell of support for Kennedy s nom- 
ination as vice-president at the Democratic convention in Atlantic 
City where LBJ. an “accidental president.’ soi^t the unanimous 
support o|- his iiarty. Johnson wanted to choose his own running 
mate, luul Bobby Kennedy was definitely not on his list of possible 

^‘"'sbice Johnson fell he had to protect himself ^ 

minute surprises from the Kennedy camp, he turned to Ae FBI 
help He asked Hoover for a special security team of a down OT so 
agents to be headed by Cartha D. (“Deke”) DeU.^ Cou^e 
Evans s successor to the job of White House liaison. Osten^bly flie 
agents would be there to guard against threats to the president, but 
L security force was actually a survefllance-team. a continuation of 
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